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IN HONOR OF WIZO’S 90™ ANNIVERSARY

NOW MORE THAN EVER
LET’S GET TOGETHER!

WIZO AVIV INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR
NOVEMBER 14 - 18, 2010 / TEL AVIV, ISRAEL

COME JOIN WIZO MEMBERS FROM ALL OVER THE GLOBE!

PARTICIPATE IN WORKSHOPS ON:
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT,
ORGANIZATION, AND
FUNDRAISING

HEAR TOP-LEVEL SPEAKERS ON:
ISRAEL TODAY
WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP

VISIT WIZO PROJECTS
TOUR JERUSALEM

LEARN TO BE A LEADER
YOU ARE WIZ0’S FUTURE...

FOR WIZO UP TO AGE 45

1\’1 :
Women’s International Zionist Organization
for an Improved Israeli Society

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION,
CONTACT THE HEAD OFFICE OF YOUR LOCAL WIZO FEDERATION




WIZO’S 90" ANNIVERSARY

Serving Jerusalem: The WIZO Rebecca Sieff Center for the
Family

It is amazing to consider how many peoples’ lives in Jerusalem
have been changed for the better as a result of their contact with the
WIZO Rebecca Sieff Center for the Family. Since its founding 86
years ago as the Jerusalem Baby Home, this multifaceted institution
has adapted itself to the changing needs of the C|ty, and expanded
its services to include not only infants and , but adults
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neighborhood of Jerusalem, and in Decembe ornerstone was laid for a ere. With
funds from the WIZO Federation of Great Britain and Ireland, two large central buildings were erected on
the new site, and Davidson Park was donated and established alongside. In 1955, the buildings were
completed. No less than two thousand visitors, including 400 members of British WIZO, arrived for the
dedication ceremony. Important personages who took part included the President of the State of Israel at
that time, Yitzhak Ben-2vi; then-Prime Minister Moshe Sharett; the Chief Rabbi at that time, Isaac Halevy
Herzog; and Rebecca Sieff, President and founder of World WIZO.



The uniqueness of the WIZO Baby Home

The WIZO Baby Home was the first home for children who had been abandoned by their parents soon after
their birth, and who were waiting to be adopted. It absorbed the children of immigrants, including newborn
babies, and children of single parents who were destined for adoption, as an interim stage prior to their full
absorption into the community. Three kindergartens and a day care center operated. Some infants stayed
at the WIZO Baby Home day and night, and some of them returned to their homes at the end of the day.

Asthmatic children who lived in the coastal plain received special treatment in the WIZO Baby Home
asthma ward. In addition, a ward was established for sick children following orthopedic operations that
required a long period of convalescence. They received treatment and
rehabilitation at the WI1ZO Baby Home. Children afflicted with polio (there was
a polio epidemic in Israel in 1953) who needed additional treatment that their
parents could not provide for them, were treated in a special ward. There was
also a ward for children with rheumatic fever. From 1958 a day camp was
conducted for the treatment of children with rheumatic fever.and children with
diabetes -
- -
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Gila Kraus w
soon after he - 2 time was the
World War, and her mother worked as a
caregiver at the WIZO Baby Home. Gila is a
“‘WIZO girl,” and even got her name from the
nurses in WIZO in 1940. “l took my first steps, |
uttered my first words, in this house,” Gila said.
“My mother worked as a caregiver in WIZO and |
was by her side. Caregivers who were her
friends, Holocaust survivors, kibbutzniks and city
dwellers, worked with her -- for all of them, WIZO
was their home. | still remember Nurse Rosa
Wollstein, may she rest in peace, who took care
of me when | was small. | was a sick child, in very

bad shape. Rosa took me under her wing and did Sister Rosa Wollstein with toddlers on the roof of the
not leave me until | got better and regained my Jerusalem Baby Home in Baka. WIZO Archives




strength. This was how she treated all the babies. Every infant was dear to her heart. | still remember my
birthday party in the Home. In my mind’s eye | see the giant cake that sat in the middle of the table, the
laughing children dressed in holiday clothes, and the family atmosphere that reigned there. This was my
home for nearly five years, until | went to kindergarten,” said Gila.

Gila Kraus closed a circle when she returned to work at the WIZO Baby Home in 1962. In the beginning she
worked in the children’s orthopedic unit, and when the school for young women was established, she
worked there for 20 years. In 1994 she returned to WIZO as a volunteer and founded a library for the
workers. In 2005 she was a counselor for Ethiopian immigrants, training them to be WIZO day care center
caregivers. For Gila, Bet Hakerem continued to serve as a home, both physical and emotional, as she did
her volunteer work for the community.
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Year-long training course: In this framework, young

, people can acquire a profession in office management
WIZO Secondary Vocational School and hairdressing. This program is designed for people
looking for a short-term program, which is practically

non-existent in the regular education system.

Professional training for adults: The center provides two main courses in office management and early
age education. One is for people referred by the Ministry of Labor (soldiers, for example) or who are looking
for employment. The second course is designed for people working in private companies and public
organizations.

Pedagogical Study and Information Center: This Center trains workers in the field of early education.
WIZO has five centers of this type throughout Israel. The Center provides training courses focusing on new
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educational concepts for day care center directors and workers. In addition, there are aids to help with
creative work, including guidance and examples of how to prepare games and booklets.

Center for the Prevention and Treatment of Violence in the Family: The Center provides guidance,
treatment and various services to women victims of violence in the family who choose to remain at home. It
also offers therapy to violent men who are willing to rehabilitate themselves. In addition, WIZO runs a 24
hour hotline for women suffering from violence, and another hotline for violent men.

The Center initiates professional encounters with people and entities dealing with violence in the family,
including teachers, police officers, and social workers. Volunteers working at the center welcome the
families and provide them with emergency counseling.

Looking toward the future | ——




HOLIDAYS

New Beginnings

Rosh Hashana presents a puzzle. It is a celebration of a New Year and a fearsome day
of judgment at the same time. How are we to understand this contradiction?

Rosh Hashana is a paradox. On the one hand it is a
celebration -- the sweetness of a new year, along with
Sl festive clothes and special foods. On the other hand it is a
day of judgment: "Who will live and who will die?"
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So, what about Rosh Hashana? What historical event happened on this day? Are we commemorating
anything? What's the energy inherent on the first day of Tishrei?

In the prayers of Rosh Hashana we get a hint:

This is the day of the beginning of Your creation, a memorial of the first day ... today is the conception of the
world.

It seems that the world was created on Rosh Hashana!



Tradition tells us that man was created on this day, and this is where our calendar begins. We date back to
Day One of creation of man.

This is the day of the beginning of creation, as Rabbi Eliezer said: "In Tishrei the world was created."
(Talmud, Rosh Hashana 27a)

There is a dispute about this in the Talmud. Was the world created on Rosh Hashana, or on Passover? The
Tosfot (Medieval commentators) resolve the issue:

Rabbi Yehoshua says differently from Rabbi Eliezer that the world was created in Nissan (the month of
Passover) but these and these are words of the living G-d. And we should assume that in Tishrei, the
thought to create came up in [G-d's] mind, but it was not brought into creation until Nissan. (Tosfot Rosh
Hashana 27a) -
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We are expected on this day to conceive of a plan, to engage in a vision of the future, to have ambition and
desire to take an active part in the Almighty's supreme kingdom in the coming year. And this is what the
judgment is based on.

To the extent that we can remove ourselves from our past limitations, and reach for the stars, see ourselves
as new beings involved in a new and ambitious plan for reaching our ultimate destiny, as individuals and as
a nation, to that extent we have chosen life and have, in fact, signed ourselves into the Book of Life for the
coming year.

Dina Coopersmith, www.aish.com



The Fast of Gedalia

One day after Rosh Hashana is a fast day, commemorating a tragedy in Jewish history.
What relevance does it have for us in the 21st century?

The day after Rosh Hashana marks the Fast of Gedalia, one of the
"minor fast days" in the Jewish calendar year. The fast begins in the
early morning at dawn, and ends in the evening at dusk.

What is the meaning of this fast, and why does it occur during the
intermediate days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur?

THE STORY OF GEDALIA
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Unfortunately, the prophet's words did not penetrate, and the people refused to believe. All the Jews
remaining in Israel packed their bags and went down to Egypt. They even kidnapped Jeremiah and took
him with them! Now the destruction was complete; the Land of Israel was completely barren.

You can guess what happened next. A few years later, Babylon conquered Egypt and tens of thousands of
Jewish exiles were completely wiped out. The lone survivor of this massacre was Jeremiah. His prophecy
had become painfully true.

The initial event -- the murder of Gedalia -- has been likened to the destruction of the Holy Temple, because
it cost Jewish lives and brought an end to Jewish settlement in Israel for many years. The prophets

therefore declared that the anniversary of this tragedy should be a day of fasting. This day is the third of
Tishrei, the day immediately after Rosh Hashana.
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LESSONS FOR THE FAST OF GEDALIA

Lesson #1 -- The Jewish people had sunk to one of their lowest levels in history. The Temple was
destroyed, the majority of Jews were exiled, and things looked hopeless. But G-d changed their desperate
situation and had the righteous Gedalia appointed. Yet Gedalia was murdered by a Jew and all hope was
wiped out.

It was at this point that Jeremiah prayed to G-d for some insight and assurance. This was during the 10
days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. This story is memorialized to teach us an important
message for these days: No matter how far away you are, you can return and G-d will forgive you.

Lesson #2 -- The Jews who went to ask Jeremiah for advice were subconsciously sure that G-d would give
the answer they wanted to hear. So when G-d answered differently, they rebelled.
Yet these were not evil people. What happened? ——— —
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SUCCESSFUL JEWISH WOMAN

Ruth Ben-lIsrael: A Fresh Perspective

Professor Ruth Ben-Israel studied at the Academy of Applied (Decorative) Art in
Paris. Family needs obliged her to study law and to develop a legal career instead of
an artistic one. Consequently, she became a prominent and leading professor in
Labour Law and Social Security - so much so that in 2001, Professor Ben-Israel was
awarded the Israel Prize for legal research.

In 2005, at the age of 74, Professor Ben-Israel felt a strong need for renewal, to gain a
fresh perspective, and an urge to realize herself in a new and different way.
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studies in 1954 k 0 Israel, establishing the Meshé et company
for Yemenite embroidery and Persian carpets, which opened branches in Dimonah and Ofaklm Forty new
immigrant women, who spoke twenty different languages, supported themselves through the factory in
Beersheba, and many additional women workers were employed in the branches in Dimona and in Ofakim.

Her professional shift to the field of law came about almost by chance when her husband, attorney Gideon
Ben-Israel (b. 1923), retired from his law practice upon being elected to the fourth Knesset in November
1959. Ruth Ben-Israel, who was by this time the mother of two daughters, Marit and Savyon, began to
study law at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in order to carry on the practice, choosing to specialize in
labor law since her husband dealt with labor relations in professional unions. While Gideon was secretary of
the Workers’ Council and a member of the Histadrut’s coordinating committee, Ruth decided to concentrate
on the academic aspect so that there would be a common topic in their work. She obtained both her LL.B.
and LL.M. degrees magna cum laude and in 1975 also completed a Ph.D. degree, all at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.
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In 1977 she joined the academic staff of the law department at Tel Aviv University, becoming a full
professor in 1986. She served as associate dean of the law faculty from 1985 to 1990 and as dean in
1990-1991. She was appointed to the Alain Pohair Chair in Labor Law in 1989, and in the year 2000
became Professor Emeritus.

From 1978 Ben-Israel wrote the volume on Israeli labor law published by the International Encyclopaedia
for Labor Law and Industrial Relations. In 1983 she was a visiting professor at New York University’s law
school and from1984 was a member of the American Arbitration Association. From 1985 to 1995 she was a
member of the international board of the International Labor Law and Social Security Association (ILLSSA).
Between 1992 and 1998 she was a member of the international board of the International Industrial
Relations Association (IIRA).

Ben-Israel’s extensive publications include nine books, two monographs in encyclopedias, and numerous
articles. Her books have become basic texts on Iabor law in Israel. Furthermore, her books and articles are
quoted in legal rulings and legal literature e Western world.
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Her efforts did not go unrecognized. Besides the Israel Prize in Law (2001), Prof. Ben-Israel was awarded
the Barnive Prize in Labour Law (1988), the Minkoff Prize for Excellence in Law (2000), and the Israeli Bar
Prize for Women in Law (2001).

Then came the turning point: “In 2005 | became 74. | thought that the probability existed that | would have
another ten years of activity at my disposal. | felt that | was not capable of continuing to occupy myself for
another ten or twenty years with what | had been involved with until now...”

Professor Ben-Israel underwent a professional transformation. She began painting Old Testament stories,
using the computer for this purpose.
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Professor Ben-Israel was enchanted by the fact that the uniqueness that the computer "brush" creates
offers innovative qualities, which are unparalleled among
traditional painting tools. The new qualities of the digital "brush"
enable the provision of a new perspective to the Old Testament
paintings which could not be provided in the past.

The Old Testament stories painted by Professor Ben-Israel are
presented in series, each of which relates to a specific biblical
scene. The scores of topics she has treated include Ruth, the
Garden of Eden, the Story of Creation, and Desert Wandering.
Her artwork appears on ceramic plates, bowls and tiles, and
she has illustrated an album for singer Kobi Oz.

In 2010 the book “Bible llluminations, From Gﬁeat\\on to Moses”
was publlshed by Geffen and Modan Pu
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ZIONISM

| Was There In Color: Fred Monosson’s Movies from the
Beginning of the State

It is astounding how much the addition of color changes our perception of the past.

In our mind’s eye, all our images of the early days of the establishment of the State of Israel, including the
War of Independence, the first IDF parade, and Operation Magic Carpet, are in black and white, because
they were all filmed in black and white. But a rich Jewish American businessman traveled all over the
country back then with one of the first advanced color film cameras in the world. In dozens of hours of rare
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When he first saw the films, the director couldn't believe his eyes. The dozens of hours of color films contain
footage of many significant events in the history of Israel, events that had never before been seen in color.
People easily identifiable on these color films include a very young Shimon Peres, Yitzhak Rabin, Golda
Meir, Yitzhak Sadeh (head of the Palmach), as well as British Mandate soldiers walking the streets of
Jerusalem.

Besides filming these events in Israel, Fred Monosson traveled to Europe and filmed the Red Army in Berlin
tearing down ruined buildings shortly after the end of World War I, the Reichstag building still smoldering,
and death camp survivors in the displaced persons camps. He also traveled to Dachau and Auschwitz and
took movies in color, probably the only color films of those places known to exist. In one scene, containers
of Zyklon B, the deadly gas, can be seen stacked next to Crematorium 1.

Israel TV’s llan Rokach reported: “Color footage that no one knew existed was shot at dozens of historic
events, and time and again the cinematographer appears, having asked someone to hold the camera for a
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second and film him with the soldiers, with the Prime Minister, a foot away from Golda [Meir], a step behind
[Shimon] Peres...”

Monosson was bald, wore a suit even on the hottest days, and always had a carnation in his lapel.

President Shimon Peres recalled: “I never saw him in a bad mood. He was always happy, always cheerful,
willing to lend a hand... the jovial American who had come to lift our spirits.”

Fred Monosson seemed to be everywhere. At the port of Haifa he filmed
British soldiers capturing illegal Jewish immigrants, forcing them onto a
deportation ship directly to camps in Cyprus. Then he followed them by
plane and filmed them in the deportation camps.

During the War of Independence he was back in Tel Aviv, filming people
sitting in Café Piltz, enjoying their coffee and vhile the war was raging
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Sources:

| Was There In Color, posted by Ann Rabinowitz, June 14, 2010 www.jewishgen.blogspot.com

Monosson Archive, http://sites.google.com/site/monossonarchive.

Report by llan Lokach, “I was there in color on TV”, on the Friday News Magazine with Yair Lapid, Channel
1, Israel Public Television, November 1, 2009. http://www.buildyourfilmsite.com/monosson/

Dick Eastman, Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_onlline_genealogy/2010/07/jewish-history-of-the-late-1940s-in-color-
videos.html.

Tamar Fox, “Pre-State Israel, in Color”, April 27, 2010 http://www.myjewishlearning.com/blog/israel/pre-
state-israel-in-color/

15



JEWISH WORLD

Southern Italy Rediscovers Forgotten Jewish Heritage

The Italian region of Puglia is historically one of the most important, but least known areas
of the Jewish Diaspora. As Europe celebrated its tenth Day of Jewish Culture, Puglia
launched its first Jewish festival.

The European Day of Jewish Culture, which took place in 2009 on Sunday, September 6th, was
established 10 years before to help Europeans discover and celebrate their Jewish heritage. All 27
countries in the bloc - from Portugal to Turkey, Norway to Greece - participate with their own events.
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Puglia Festival He emphasized that the festival focused on Jews in a positive way, rather

than continuing discourse on the Holocaust.
A lot of work was done renovating old Jewish buildings, such as synagogues and ritual baths. The festival
organizers hope that it will also encourage the few remaining Jews in the region to revive traditions and
explore their culture, together with other Italians.
"This event is a good seed," said Nichi Vendola, the president of the region of Puglia. "I hope it will help
bring back the spirit of cooperation, solidarity and sharing among people here. (These are) the only real
‘antibodies' that can chase away fear of diversity and pull down the barbed wire of prejudice.”

Dany Mitzman; Editor: Kate Bowen. September 5, 2009. Deutsche Welle, http://www.dw-world.de
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ART
On The Wall

Tel Aviv's street artists have created a street-art scene as exciting as that of any other major city, and are
beginning to earn global recognition for their work.

There are two major factors at play here: the government, which unlike any other advanced democracy, has
yet to clamp down on illegal street art; and the Israeli public, which is generally apathetic to graffiti so long
as it is inoffensive and attractive. The latter phenomenon may stem from the relaxed attitudes in the Middle
East, as well as the day-to-day risks facing citizens: if you’re worried a member of your family could be
dead tomorrow, you’re less inclined to be concerned by a work of graffiti — in fact, you may even be pleased
to see a pretty piece.ofimpromptu art adorni ers of your local mini-mart
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Some of the oment are Kno
Hope, Ame72 are beginning to gain
international recognition. They are all young, skilled artists, committed to what
they do. They are also starting to sell their works for substantial sums of money
here and abroad.

Know Hope, 22, is an artist and a former skateboarding enthusiast. His latest
work depicts a slouching, stylized character. Born in the United States to artist
parents, he immigrated to Israel 12 years ago. His career is now beginning to
go global, and he is represented by galleries in Israel, London, Los Angeles,
New York and around Europe.

Know Hope describes his birthplace, Southern California, as “distant and Street art bv Rami Meiri

superficial”. “Tel Aviv often feels small and congested, but it's a great city,”
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one he feels attached to. “It is also really easy to paint [the streets] here compared to the States,” he adds.

Know Hope tells stories through his work by using the same character, iconography, nuances and
metaphors. These features also help make his art very accessible. He creates much of his work at home
and later pastes it to the walls — one of the quickest ways for a street artist to work.

He believes living in Israel adds an interesting logic to his art — posting work in Gaza is different than doing
so in lllinois, he notes. While he says religious ritual and tradition influence his work, so do television
commercials.

By doing art in the street, you are a collective reality — something that doesn’t happen in a gallery, Know
Hope explains. In a gallery you take an empty white space and create your own environment, while on the
street you take something that already exists and add to_it. “Art_done on the street interacts with its
environment,” he says.
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Rami Meiri, an Israeli mural artist, says artists working illegally on the streets contribute positively to the
urban landscape, and adds that they are helping to expand the boundaries of art in general, as some of the
most exciting local artists are now taking to the street to gain recognition.

One cannot help but feel, after speaking with these local talents, that as a progressive society, Israel should
invest in its street artists, as it does in its young entrepreneurs. They remind us of the signs of life that are
often forgotten in our concrete jungle. Indeed, these are people who have the power to make our daily walk
to work, and perhaps our lives, just a bit brighter.

Source: Demian Smith, “On the Wall”’, Ha’aretz newspaper, September 17, 2009, www.haaretz.com.
The author is a British-born graffiti artist.
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ISRAEL TOUCH
Israel: “Birding Superpower”

At least 500 million birds pass through Israel's skies twice a year during the migration season. In the fall,
they make their way south to Africa and in the spring they return to Europe to mate and reproduce. Israel is
located on a central migratory path, attracting both professmnal and amateur birders, photographers and
experts from all over the world to see
this natural wonder.
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In the Israeli fall and spring, one only has to raise one's eyes skyward to see the crowds and formations
crossing the region. With the horizon full of flocks, it is well worth while to stop at the popular birding sites
and nature reserves to see the birds landing and seeking food, rest and a place for the night. The birds
attract dozens and even hundreds of birders, binoculars in hand, watching the greatest show in town. Join
the experience and learn about the cranes, storks, falcons, eagles, wagtails and pelicans and 300 more
birds that visit Israel every year.
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The Hula Valley Bird Watching Site

A prime Israeli bird watching site is located in the
Hula valley, a a unique ecosystem of regional and
international importance.

Until the 1950s large parts of the Hula valley were
covered by the Hula Lake and its adjacent swamps.
The project for draining the swamps contributed to
settlement in the area and to the addition of large
areas of agricultural land, leaving the central lake
area as a nature reserve where fauna and flora
characteristic of the area could remain.

Visitors to the Hula Valley can see the plants and
animals that are indigenous to the area as well as
migrating birds. Films and audio-visual presentation
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