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Wherever you are in the
world, you will turn
towards Jerusalem in your
prayers and in doing so,
you turn towards Am
Israel - the people of Israel
and you will reaffirm your
soul to the one Jewish
State. As you embark on
another year of good
deeds, of charity, of

I believe that in our service
to WIZO, we are not only
creating our best self, we
are also using the best of
ourselves to create a
strong State of Israel
through the empowerment
of all sectors of Israeli
society. Israel is not
blessed with the natural
resources that her

geographical neighbors
enjoy but she is blessed
by her people - a people
with needs, with unique
security and social welfare
challenges, and yet they
are the people who
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Tikkun Olam . They go out
into the world and look
beyond borders to bring
relief and resources to a
world that is so often
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empowered and they
believe in life above all.
Let us be thankful for, and
proud of, the part we play
in the empowerment of
Am Israel.
I wish you, dear Chaverot,
Shana Tova. May you be
inscribed in the book of
good life, and may only
good health and
happiness greet you in the
New Year.
Fondly,

Prof. Rivka Lazovsky
Chairperson
World WIZO

TIME TO CHANGE THE NARRATIVE FOR WIZO’S FUTURE
We have all heard this narrative: “Oh yes, my mother was a member of WIZO” or indeed, “Yes, my grandmother
was very active in WIZO,” and clichéd images emerge of gatherings of well groomed, white gloved ladies wearing
hats, sipping tea and eating dainty cakes around long tables in almost every city of the world where Jewish
communities flourished.
But had you been able to listen in on the conversations at the time, you will have been amazed at the magnitude of
pressing issues on the agenda, as those passionately Zionist women mapped out inroads to rescue, save and
sustain their brothers and sisters in Eretz Israel. Those ladies with their hats and gloves were the activists,
campaigners, fundraisers and friend raisers who worked tirelessly to absorb, integrate and nurture a growing
population. They spearheaded innovative projects to tackle the many and diverse social welfare issues of the time
and put their full force into the education of generations of Israelis, supporting them through wars, conflict, terror
and trauma.
Through WIZO, they spread a safety net over Israel - a safety net that grows with the ever-changing needs of a
buoyant and diverse population. As Israeli society continues to experience conflict and terror, and continues to
absorb new immigrants, new challenges emerge every day, for which WIZO provides the solutions.
Since the very beginning, WIZO Federations around the world and here in Israel have always looked to its own next
generation of chaverot to bring new ideas to the table, to provide fresh solutions and to engage women of their
own age to volunteer in the WIZO movement, a movement that must march ever-forward hand in hand with the
State of Israel.
WIZO needs AVIV members to harness the pioneering spirit of tomorrow,
to encourage leadership and solidarity, to build upon the foundations laid
by our mothers and grandmothers and to take WIZO forward into a future
that belongs to them. We, WIZO chaverot must all throw our collective
weight behind the encouragement and inclusion of young members to cater
for the needs of Israel’s growing population. We must engage them in a way
that is right for them, that fits in with their way of life, their families, and
their careers. We, the daughters of the pioneers must bring these young
women into our ranks to keep the wheels of our movement in motion. It is
the AVIV power in numbers that will provide that new blood to strengthen
our movement and infuse WIZO with the energy and womanpower it needs
to keep it forever young.
It really is time to take the hats off and remove the white gloves and change the narrative of WIZO once and for all
and become the WIZO Pioneers of tomorrow, because AVIVs, the wellbeing of the future generations of Israel is
in your hands. Register your AVIV members for the international seminar (see next page).

The portfolio for AVIV is held by the
World WIZO Organization and Tourism Division chaired by JANINE GELLEY
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DAY CARE CENTERS

TALI LEARNS TO SMILE - IN HEBREW
When Tali came to the WIZO Day Care Center, she
was painfully shy. On her first day, she clung on to her
grandmother’s hand and would not let go even when
the caregivers tried to cajole her with toys and teddy
bears and hugs. Her grandmother, a frail woman of
advancing years, whispered to Tali and stroked her
hair, but still Tali would not let go until one caregiver
gently picked Tali up and led her grandmother away.
As her grandmother turned back, waved and blew Tali
a kiss, Tali stood very still, her eyes fixed to the floor,
her little face quivering on the verge of tears.
When the other little children tried to engage her in their activities, Tali would just stare coldly at them, wideeyed, and no amount of encouragement could elicit a smile, let alone a word and while the other children
toddlers chatted and played and formed their little cliques as little children do, Tali stood apart - as if she
wanted to join in but just did not know how.
Two-year-old Tali lived with her maternal grandmother and she had been referred to the WIZO Day Care
Center by the Welfare Services. Her unmarried mother, unable to cope with the shame of having an
illegitimate child, within in the boundaries of a rigidly traditional Ethiopian community in which she lived, had
committed suicide just months after Tali was born.
One of the care-givers at the day care center, an Ethiopian woman called Semu, spent much one-to-one tie
with Tali and at first she was only able to elicit a few words from her in Amharic, the native Semitic language
spoken in Ethiopia, the only language Tali had ever known - the language that her grandmother spoke. With
patience, she began to teach Tali Hebrew. The first word Tali learned was the Hebrew word for smile - - חיוך
as Semu persuaded her to smile.
It did not take too long before Tali was chattering to her new nursery friends in Hebrew. Now, Tali smiles all
the time. She has made many new friends at day care.
Tali’s grandmother’s quality of life has dramatically increased too. She knits little dolls’ dresses for the Day
Care Center as a thank you for the support she receives from the WIZO social workers and care staff. She is
even learning Hebrew from Tali and, more formally, attends a Hebrew course for Amharic speakers. She
participates regularly in parenting classes under the ‘Day Care Center and More’ * program, which WIZO runs
in many of its Day Care Centers and also finds time to volunteer at Tali’s Day Care Center.
* The WIZO Day Care and More model, which operates in many Day Care Centers, includes a range of
services tailored to the needs of the parents. Services vary according to needs of the community but include
instruction for parents, improvements in the standards for personnel, enrichment programs and much more.
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EDUCATION
TOM TAKES CONTROL
Tom (not his real name) was a sullen, angry, and frustrated teenager when he first came to the Rebecca Sieff Centre
for the Family Vocational School in the tenth grade. During that first year he rarely attended school and when he did
he was very aggressive, often lashing out at teachers and classmates and causing damage to school property. He
trusted no one and found it impossible to adjust to the school’s framework. Tom, who was morbidly obese, had low
self-esteem and a self-hatred that manifested itself in his extremely anti-social behavior. His negative body image was
the catalyst for much of his communication and behavioral issues, and his life was totally out of control.
It was clear from the start that for Tom to have any chance of success in his life, drastic changes were needed. He
was given one-to-one support from the school staff, which included emotional and behavioral therapy, visits to his
home, accompanying him to meetings in the community and comprehensive counseling at school.
In his first year at school Tom succeeded in losing 20 kilos (44lb) on a
carefully balanced nutrition and physical fitness regime initiated by school
counselors . Students on the cooking track (right) were assigned to cook
him low-fat, energy-filled high protein meals to keep him satisfied and as
his weight decreased, his self-esteem grew and his spirits lifted. His
weight-loss success became a team effort. He started to attend school
regularly and found the confidence to communicate with his classmates
and learned through mutual understanding to trust his teachers. Every day
presented new challenges. When Tom would revert to his old behavioral patterns and refuse to recognize his own
worth, his teachers and counselors knew to look beyond the bravado of his behavior. Their support and
encouragement , and that of his classmates, was unwavering.
Tom is now in his final year at the Rebecca Sieff Centre for the Family Vocational School and the progress he has
made is evident both physically and in his general manner. He is warm-hearted, friendly and very popular among his
classmates. He continues to benefit from the emotional therapy that has released him from his obsessive anxieties,
allowing him the freedom to enjoy school life and dedicate himself to his studies. Tom has managed to conquer the
demons that had made his life miserable and life for all those around him intolerable.
Just a few years ago, it was unthinkable for Tom to take the bus alone. Panic and anxiety would overcome him and he
just could not do it. Independence was an alien and frightening prospect for him. Now, he is on course to successfully
complete his vocational study certificates. He plans to do national service in the army away from home, exercising
the independence and tools of self-worth that have been invested in him by the professional and compassionate
management of his once fragile character by the team at the Rebecca Sieff Centre for the Family Vocational School.
Even during the darkest days of Tom’s worst behavior, the school believed in him - but more than that, they gave
Tom the confidence to believe in himself and to take control of his life.
Tom benefitted greatly from learning in the Mahut (Resilience) Center, where he was given tuition tailor-made to
his own personal learning and social difficulties and where he received the tools to succeed that will carry him
through a productive and healthy life.
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The WIZO Parents Home celebrates 30 years
Residents, their families, staff and guests
assembled at the WIZO Parents Home for senior
citizens to celebrate the 30th anniversary of this
wonderful retirement home and to raise a toast
to the new year. Tel Aviv Mayor Ron Huldai was
among the guests who were entertained by the
Israel Air Force choir. World WIZO Chairperson
Prof. Rivka Lazovsky praised the staff and
caregivers at the WIZO Parents Home, singling
out Chairperson of the home, Rikki Cohen for
her wonderful endeavors for the senior citizens
who benefit from this warm home . In his
address, Mayor Huldai praised WIZO for its
work in providing extra services through its excellent daycare centers and the Parents Home. Rikki Cohen pointed
out that it was Honorary Life President Raya Jaglom who founded the Parents. The synagogue is named after her
parents. A plaque in the name of Rivka Lazovsky’s mother, Anita Jamitovsky z’’l takes pride of place in the synagogue.

Baby Steps at WIZO Day Care Centers
The first two years in a child's life set the tone for the continuation of correct
physical and psychological development. WIZO attaches great importance to
creating a supportive environment to the 15,000 young children in its care.
WIZO, in cooperation with the organization "Ayalah" (Hebrew acronym for
Child & Infant Development Guidance Testing) is implementing an innovative
program of developmental guidance in its day care centers. The program
includes topical training and enrichment for daycare center staff, relating to a
child's developmental needs, the building of a stimulating daycare
environment, recognizing obstacles and difficulties in individual children's progress, and workshops for parents
focusing on action and awareness.

I was in Paris as well as in Rome
A new exhibition by the talented women artists from the WIZO Afula
Community Center under the name of “I was in Paris as well as in Rome” was
unveiled at the beginning of September, depicting the journey of The Olive
Tree Exhibition through Europe. This initiative through art has won the
acclaim of many European parliamentarians and dignitaries, not generally
friendly towards Israel, who have warmly welcomed its ethos of peace,
cooperation and coexistence. This project has opened a window on to a
view that is rarely seen outside Israel, one of friendship and solidarity
between Israel’s Jews and the minority populations of Israeli Arabs.
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EDUCATING TO EXCEL
It is said that, “True teachers are those who use themselves as bridges over which they invite their
students to cross; then they slowly withdraw to encourage the students to create their own bridges.”
At WIZO, we create those bridges for youth to create a brighter future for
themselves.
Liran Markin, (photo right) a graduate of CHW Nahalal Youth Village, won a
bronze medal at the 2016 28th International Olympiad of Informatics, an
important international computer science competition that took place in
Moscow. Liran was part of the Israeli team of four contestants who beat off stiff
competition from 81 countries.
Liran is one of many wonderful youths who study at the CHW Nahalal High
School, one of Israel's leading schools, one of four of our schools that won a
prestigious grant out of 277 from the Education Ministry for the high
achievement of the pupils. The other schools were WIZO Nir Ha’Emek Youth
Village, WIZO Nachlat Yehuda Youth Village and the WIZO Technological
High School in Rehovot.
Such accomplishments are in no small part due to our dedicated educational
staff who work tirelessly imparting their knowledge, skills and experience to
help our youth succeed and reach their full potential, at the same time instilling in them the values of respect,
tolerance, Zionism and volunteerism.
At WIZO Gan Venof, the official Matriculation eligibility figures are 86% - an increase of 20% in the number of
internal pupils (those living in the dormitories) who are eligible for matriculation certificates. The national
average is only 65.5%. There has also been an increase of 9% in external and internal pupils eligible for
matriculation certificates, which includes pupils from nearby surroundings. These are really impressive numbers
compared to the national average and we expect that after our pupils take their winter examinations around 96%
will be eligible
An article in the Petach Tikvah local newspaper focused on the change in the way
people perceive the dormitories of WIZO Gan Venof as not only as a substitute home
for youths from difficult backgrounds, but as a place that offers top-class education for
all youths. The article quoted one of our pupils, Linoy Israel, who is starting her 12th
and final year , "When I chose to go to WIZO Gan Vanof, it was the first time my
relatives and friends heard about someone who willingly chose to go to a dormitory. After I arrived, I could not
believe just how supportive the staff and instructors were. The tutors always help me with everything I need and I
am always busy with classes and extracurricular activities. I never sit alone bored in my room – there is always
something to do."
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EDUCATING TO EXCEL
WIZO Nir Ha’Emek Youth
Early Age Day Care
Parental Support
Warm Homes for
children at risk
Education
Vocational Training
Enrichment Courses
Youth Centres
Counselling
Welfare
Respite Care
Trauma Counselling
Community Care
Women’s Shelters
Family Therapy
Women’s Leadership
Citizens Advice
Legal Services to the
family
Golden Age Home

Village has been described in
the Israel Ministry of
Education's 2016 list of schools
as having the greatest ethical,
social and educational
achievements.
Nir Ha’Emek students participating in a

Esti Cohen, Director of WIZO
Jewish-Arab coexistence workshop
Nir Ha’Emek remarked, "I am
proud of the teachers, educators, students, parents and everyone involved in running
and supporting this village. In addition to education and achievements, the village
has put a great emphasis on values, preparation for military service, the spirit of
volunteerism and giving back to the community. We will continue to do so."

The International Youth Awards Gold Ceremony
British Ambassador David Quarrey and partner Aldo Henriquez hosted the Israel
Youth Awards, a self development program for 14-25 year olds - at the British
Ambassador’s Residence. The
award is an offshoot of the Duke of
Edinburgh Award. WIZO prides
itself as being the one and only
social welfare organization to
partner with this important
international program, Students
from WIZO schools make up an
integral part of the Youth Awards
community, reflecting the values of
WIZO’s Gold Youth Award recipients
ethical leadership, empowerment
equal opportunities, social justice and volunteerism. This year, 19 students from
two WIZO schools were among the recipients of the Gold Award.
A group of 230 students from WIZO Hadassim went to Kibbutz Lochamei Hageta-ot
(The Warriors of the Ghettos Kibbutz) as part of their preparation for their March of
the Living trip to Poland. The students visited the museum and took part in various
workshops and lectures, listening to the testimonies of survivors of the Shoah.
Kibbutz members were most impressed with their perfect and respectful behavior
and the school received scores of compliments.
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A CONVERSATION WITH NATAN SHARANSKY
Rolene Marks
Executive Member
Public Diplomacy and Hasbara portfolio
Chairperson’s Office
World WIZO

Imagine if you will, being stripped of everything that is important to you. You culture, your
heritage and your Jewish identity. You are locked away, denied access to your loved ones
and psychologically broke down at every opportunity.

But you never lose hope. Your faith in your family and the greater Jewish community
lobbying on your behalf is strong. Your strength in your ancient connection to Israel and the
Jewish people gives you a sense of resilience that keeps you
going in the darkest times. The same hope of 2000 years to be a free person in the land
of Zion, Jerusalem that has bound generations of Jews together flows through your
veins.
There are those among us who don’t need stature or titles to be considered giants.
They quietly go about their business of making the world a better place. This very aptly
describes the Chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, former Soviet dissident and
one of the world’s most respected human rights icons.
World WIZO Chairperson, Rivka Lazovsky and I were honored to sit with Natan Sharansky for a conversation for
‘Talking Tachlis’. It was humbling to sit with this great man who counted another icon, Nelson Mandela, among his
closest friends. It was a perfect opportunity to ask him for his advice on challenging issues for our Chaverot
around the world.
It is no secret that anti-Semitism is rising to frightening levels around the world. This is extremely worrying to
Sharansky who spoke passionately about how we determine what is legitimate criticism of some of Israel’s policies
and what is anti-Semitism. He has derived a formula which entails looking at anti-Semitism through a ‘3D lens’.
The three Ds are: Delegitimization. Demonisation. Double Standards. If the Jewish state is judged through any of
these Ds then we have most certainly crossed the line from legitimate criticism to anti-Semitism.
Sharansky, like many of us, is extremely worried about the situation for Jewish youth on university campuses
around the world. Jewish students are afraid to outwardly identify as Jewish and Zionist because the climate on
campus for many of them has become frightening, intimidating and in some cases, violent. While universities boast
of ‘safe spaces’ where students can express themselves, this courtesy does not extend to Jews.
Sharansky is emphatic that it is of the utmost importance that we as WIZO women play a vital role in building
bridges between Jews and other communities in our Federations as well as educating the next generation to be
proud of their Jewish, Zionist heritage. “I want them to know that there is nothing to be ashamed of, they can be
proud to be Jewish”, says Sharansky.
It is not often that we get the chance to sit with a living legend and national treasure. Meeting Sharansky was one
of the greatest highlights of my career as an interviewer and his wisdom and advice as well as the special
relationship that WIZO shares with the Jewish Agency is priceless.
To echo his parting words – Israel for me makes life worthwhile. Amen and L’shana haba’a b’yerushalayim!
Rolene Marks
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Editor’s Musings

Tricia Schwitzer

A Sad Day for Israel

Tricia Schwitzer
Special Projects
World WIZO Executive

“To find a cause
that is larger
than yourself and then give
your life to it.”
Shimon Peres
1923 - 2016
I welcome your feedback. Email me at:
trishas@wizo.org

When I woke up this morning, to the news that former Israeli President
Shimon Peres had passed away peacefully in his sleep, I was saddened
yet relieved. Just two weeks earlier, when he suffered a cerebral
hemorrhage that left him clinging to life, I did not update my Facebook
status as so many others did with messages of a speedy recovery,
because I knew that it was a futile wish for a man of advancing years.
Instead, I prayed that if this was his time to go, then let him die with
dignity, as the ‘mensch’ that he always was.
Today, Shimon Peres did just that, releasing himself from a torturous
demise thereby letting the nation mourn him as they remembered him.
Shimon Peres was one of the last of a generation of Israeli politicians
present at the new nation's birth in 1948. He was its surviving founding
father, a man of great vision and a firm believer in the power of the
people to find it in their hearts to work towards a lasting and durable
peace.
We adored him. His persona was one of warmth, of encouragement and
of paternal strength. I like to think of him like a beloved grandpa. I shall
weep for an elder statesman, a gentle man.
I recall Shimon Peres appearing at the World WIZO EGM nearly nine years
ago. How warmly he spoke, commended WIZO on its great investment in
Israeli society, of its empowerment and belief in the people. He
reminded us that once he dreamt of becoming a shepherd when he was a
young man.
In fact, he did become a shepherd - but a shepherd of people. He
gathered them into his heart and led them to believe in the power of
their dreams, to use their minds. Famously, he said, “In Israel, a land
lacking in natural resources, we learned to appreciate our greatest
national advantage: our minds. Through creativity and innovation, we
transformed barren deserts into flourishing fields and pioneered new
frontiers in science and technology.”
And we, who play our part in WIZO, are supporting that same philosophy
by our obligation and pleasure of giving back to the State of Israel, so
loved by so many very special people - one of them being Shimon Peres
of blessed memory.
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