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Issue #119

Dear Chavera, 

This issue of the Lapid is a tribute to the city of Jerusalem, marking the 

celebration of 50 years since its reunification. 

Jerusalem is not only the capital of the State of Israel, but has a central 

role in Jewish religion, history and culture. The return to Mount Zion has 

been part of Jewish prayers and desires for the past two thousand years, 

and was only redeemed 50 years ago, when the old city of Jerusalem with the Temple Mount 

was once again in Jewish hands.

WIZO has been present in Jerusalem since before statehood, assisting the Yishuv in state 

building efforts on a social front, and throughout the many changes the city has endured. 

Jerusalem will always be in our hearts, and WIZO will always strive to serve the residents of the 

city, ensuring more gender equality, justice and social services for all residents of the city. 

With warm WIZO regards, 

Janine Gelley 

Chairperson

Aviv, Organization & Tourism Division

World WIZO

Greetings  July 2017
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Greetings  

 עיריית ירושלים

 Municipality of Jerusalem 

   بلدية أورشليم القدس

 ראש העירלשכת 
Office of the Mayor  

 

 

 20-0070206, פקס' 20-0077702טלפון , 71119, ירושלים 777ת.ד. , 1כיכר ספרא 
1 Safra Square, P.O.B 775, Jerusalem, 91007, Israel Tel. 02-6297720 fax. 02-6296014 

   12-9274116، فاكس: 12-9279971هاتف:  71117أورشليم القدس،  777، ص.ب. 1سفرا  ميدان
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

June 15, 2017  
 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Women's International 
Zionist Organization and its dedicated members and volunteers for 
everything that they have done for the city of Jerusalem.  
 
When Jerusalem was founded 3,000 years ago, it was established as a 
center of unity and openness for all people. Since reuniting Jerusalem fifty 
years ago, Israel has maintained freedom of religion, movement, and 
expression for all. Today, Jerusalem is open once again.  
 
My vision for the city today is to ensure that Jerusalem will continue to 
fulfill the promise of its founding. WIZO has played a pivotal role in these 
efforts by providing critical social services in our city, and ensuring that all 
feel welcome and at home in Jerusalem.  
 
As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the reunification of our capital, I 
am pleased that WIZO has joined us in marking this historic anniversary.  
  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Nir Barkat  
Mayor of Jerusalem   
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The 50 year anniversary for the unification 
of Jerusalem was celebrated on May 24th. 
The official celebratory events were for 
obvious reasons taking place in the city 
of Jerusalem, but the celebration was not 
limited to the perimeters of Jerusalem. 
To Jewish people all over the world, 
Jerusalem has a very special role. 

For the last two thousand years, the 
longing for Jerusalem and a Jewish 
homeland in the land of Israel has been 
central in Jewish tradition and identity. 
The city’s name appears more than 600 
times in the Bible, and is a constant 
theme of Jewish prayers, poetry and 
music. Therefore, when Israel was 
established in 1948, the Jewish people 
had finally returned to its ancient 
homeland. However, an important 
piece of the puzzle was still missing, 
namely the Eastern part of Jerusalem 
home to the Old City and the Western 

Wall  where the First  and Second 
Temples stood. Thus, the Six Day War 
of June 1967 was a historic moment, 
where the Jewish nation once again, 
after two thousand years had returned 
to the Temple Mount and the remnants 
of the Second Temple, reuniting with 
its ancient past and putting an end to 
the millennia-long yearning.  

For those directly involved in the 
Israeli takeover of the Old City in the 
early morning on the 7th of June, the 
operation was filled with emotion, pride 
and a sense of relief. At 10 AM a message 
in the army diary was received saying: 
“The Temple Mount is in our hands and 
our forces are by the Western Wall.”  

Following are some testimonies of the 
Israeli army and political leaders who 
were present during the recapture of 
Jerusalem. 

A Look Backwards to when 
Jerusalem was Reunited

(Government Press Office (GPO), 7th June, 1967: Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin, Gen. Rehavam Zeevi (R) and Gen. Narkis in the old city of Jerusalem)

“We have returned to all that is holy in 
our land. We have returned never to be 
parted from it again.” 
(Defense Minister Moshe Dayan, 
upon reaching the Western Wall)

“I felt truly shaken and stood there murmuring a prayer for 
peace. Motta Gur’s paratroopers were struggling to reach the 
Wall and touch it. We stood among a tangle of rugged, battle-
weary men who were unable to believe their eyes or restrain 
their emotions. Their eyes were moist with tears, their speech 
incoherent. The overwhelming desire was to cling to the Wall, 
to hold on to that great moment as long as possible.” 
(Chief of Staff Yitzchak Rabin)

“I am speaking to you from the plaza of the Western Wall, the remnant of our Holy Temple. ‘Comfort my people, comfort them, says the 
Lord your God.’ This is the day we have hoped for, let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation. The vision of all generations is being realized 
before our eyes: The city of God, the site of the Temple, the Temple Mount and the Western Wall, the symbol of the nation’s redemption, 
have been redeemed today by you, heroes of the Israel Defense Forces. By doing so you have fulfilled the oath of generations, ‘If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning.’ Indeed, we have not forgotten you, Jerusalem, our holy city, our glory. In the 
name of the entire Jewish people in Israel and the Diaspora, I hereby recite with supreme joy, Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, King of 
the universe, who has kept us in life, who has preserved us, and enabled us to reach this day. This year in Jerusalem – rebuilt!“ 

“The Wall was before us. I trembled. There it was as I 
had known it—immense, mighty, in all its splendor...
overcome, I bowed my head in silence.”
(General Uzi Narkiss, Head of Central Command 
during the Six Day War)

 “For some two thousand years the Temple Mount was forbidden to the Jews. Until 
you came — you, the paratroopers — and returned it to the bosom of the nation. The 
Western Wall, for which every heart beats, is ours once again. Many Jews have taken 
their lives into their hands throughout our long history, in order to reach Jerusalem and 
live here. Endless words of longing have expressed the deep yearning for Jerusalem that 
beats within the Jewish heart.. You have been given the great privilege of completing the 
circle, of returning to the nation its capital and its holy center... Jerusalem is yours forever.” 
(Commander Motta Gur to his brigade upon their recapture of Jerusalem’s Old 
City and holy sites)

   (General Shlomo Goren, Chaplain of the Israeli Defense Forces, at the Western Wall)1

All quotes are retrieved from Committee for Accurate Middle East reporting in America (CAMERA) http://www.sixdaywar.org/content/ReunificationJerusalem.asp

http://www.sixdaywar.org/content/ReunificationJerusalem.asp
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Many great cities all over the world are 
dignifying capitals, hearts of culture, 
citadels of learning, hubs of travel, 
pacesetters of fashion, inventors of 
technology and pursuers of justice. 

Yet no one, anywhere or at any time, 
ever said that their right hand should 
wither away if they forget their city or 
that their tongue should cling to their 
palate if they neglect to mention it.

No so Jerusalem.

For two thousand years, everywhere 
and at all times, Jews faced Jerusalem 
while they prayed for their return to 
her, married under a canopy that was 
presumed to be a brick in her wall, and 
left part of their home unpainted so 
their home would not be complete as 
long as Jerusalem wasn’t.

Wherever they were, whatever they did, 
it was temporary. Jerusalem, forcibly 
abandoned in person but never in mind, 
was permanent. 

Yerushalayim remained permanent 
because it represents the biggest of 
ideas; it corresponds to “Yerushalayim 
shel Ma’alah.” 

It is the idea that the God of creation is a 
living God, a God for whom our actions 
matter, that how we live our lives is of 
consequence before him. 

It is the idea, that there is one nation, the 
Jewish nation, whose responsibility it is, 
through its own national life, to tell that 
to the world. 

The destruction of Yerushalayim and 
the exile of her people were intended 
to terminate that, to block out the “shel 
ma’alah.” But that failed to happen 
because our love for Yerushalayim and 
because of our practical commitment to 
what it represents throughout the years 
of exile. We remained loyal to her through 
every hardship and degradation, through 
every exile and holocaust.    

And while the some thought the ideas 
of Yerushalayim could be eliminated by 

destroying the physical city, some Jews 
thought that all we needed to preserve 
were the ideas, that there was no need 
for a “Yerushalayim shel Ma’atah.”

But then came the Six-Day War and the 
reunification of Yerushalayim. A miracle 
of biblical proportions in the modern 
era, a miracle that put the earth back in 
orbit around the Jerusalem of above, a 
miracle that reiterated that it is for us to 
embrace the spiritual not abandon the 
physical. That the big ideas Yerushalayim 
represents belong in this material world, 
not some imaginary utopia. 

When I walk the streets of Yerushalayim, 
when I watch the sunset from my 
backyard, and when my family sits 

down to the Shabbat meal I am often 
reminded of Moshe Hess’s Rome and 
Jerusalem where he writes of the 
Jewish return to Israel as the “Sabbath 
of History.” 

 I feel that we are making Shabbat every 
day of the week, every hour of the day, 
the Shabbat of History. Hess wrote that 
long before there was a state of Israel, 
long before there was an Israel Defense 
Forces, long before the miracle of the 
Six-Day War and Har Habayit Beyadeinu. 
I can just imagine how he would have 
reacted had he seen all that, how he 
would live if he were alive today. 

But I don’t have to imagine how I think 
today, nor does any Jew, nor does any 

human being who is in touch with him 
or herself. What has happened is real, 
the Jewish people have returned, have 
rebuilt, have been reborn as a nation.   

This year marks the fiftieth year of 
reunification. 50 years is Yovel, the 
jubilee year in which all property goes 
back to its original owners. 

It is for us to celebrate that the Land of 
Israel is back in the hands of its original 
owners, confident in the validity of our 
claim and resolute in our conviction to 
defend her. 

It is for us to draw from the unity of 
Jerusalem and unify our people, for the 
history of our people belongs to us all. 

And we must hurry, because our right 
hand never withered, and our tongue 
never stuck to our palate.

And because history’s Shabbat is coming.  

Yechiel Leiter is a policy analyst, consultant, 
lecturer and civic leader.  Leiter served as a 
political advisor to Knesset Member Ariel 
Sharon, and in multiple senior government 
positions; first as Deputy Director General 
of Israel’s Ministry of Education, and then 
as Chief of Staff to Benjamin Netanyahu in 
the Ministry of Finance.  Leiter has authored 
three books and numerous articles on 
Zionism and Israel. He holds undergraduate 
degrees in Law and Political Science, an MA 
in International Relations and a Ph.D. in 
Political Philosophy. 

The Unified Jerusalem 
By Yechiel Leiter on behalf of the Falic family

“It is for us to  
celebrate that the 
Land of Israel is 
back in the hands of 
its original owners, 
confident in the 
validity of our claim 
and resolute in 
our conviction to 
defend her.” 
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Israel and the Modern Suffragettes
By Fleur Hassan Nahoum, Jerusalem City Council Member, Leader of the Opposition, Yerushamim Party 

Israel is a free modern and democratic 
society. Equal rights for both men and 
women are entrenched in the law. 
We have one of the highest women’s 
workforce participation amongst OECD 
countries, women go to the army, you 
see women CEOs in the largest and 
most successful companies like Intel and 
Strauss. The Governor of the Bank of 
Israel is a woman and so is the president 
of the High Court of Justice. The Culture 
and Justice ministers are women and we 
have a very respectable 30% of Knesset 
members who are women. We must also 
not forget that we were one of the first 
countries in the world to have a woman 
Prime Minster, an achievement that many 
of the world’s most progressive countries 
can still not claim. Of course there are 
still burning inequalities like the pay gap 
that we must and will address but in 
general we have made great progress 
for women’s rights. However, there is still 
a group of women who are marginalized 
by their own community. In Israel, in 
2017 we have modern suffragettes in the 
form of ultraorthodox women who are 
deprived from running for public office 
by their own ultraorthodox parties. Strictly 
speaking there is nothing preventing 
them from running for office with non-
ultraorthodox parties, but not their own, 
which means that the entire ultraorthodox 
community are only represented by men. 
These men for the most part are less 
interested in dealing with women issues, 
in a recent Knesset committee meeting 
on the health of ultraorthodox women, 
not one ultraorthodox Member of Knesset 

attended, this proves that ultraorthodox 
women have zero political representation. 
The most disturbing part about this 
phenomenon is that we are all funding 
these parties despite their discriminatory 
practices as they receive state funding. 

Why does this happen? Well ultraorthodox 
parties use the halacha Jewish law to say 
that women cannot become political 
representatives .  They are allowed 
to have 10 children, start a business, 
become doctors, lawyers have senior 
roles in high tech but G forbid a woman 
should represent her community on a 
local or national election. Most of the 
ultraorthodox men you talk to about this 
issue cannot even reference which Jewish 
law forbids women from running for 
office, many of the more enlightened ones 
doubt there is such a law at all. Recently 
when I sat with an ultraorthodox city 
council member to talk about the issue 
he said to me that a real ultraorthodox 
woman does not want to be a politician. 
In other words, he knows exactly who all 
the “real” ultraorthodox women are and 
can speak for all of them.

I was recently at a local government 
conference for women where every sector 
of society was represented; Jewish, Arab, 
Russian, Bedouin, religious, secular just 
one class of women were conspicuous 
in their absence, ultraorthodox women. 
In the whole country there is not 
one ultraorthodox women in local or 
national office, not one. There are entire 
ultraorthodox towns and cities where 
there is not one woman in city council.

So the question remains, are there “real” 
ultraorthodox women who want to 
become politicians? The answer is a 
resounding yes. Two years ago I met a 
wonderful woman called Esty Shushan 
who runs an organization called Nivcharot, 
which was set up in order to achieve 
women’s political representation within 
ultraorthodox parties.

Esty and a group of brave souls like her, 
are suffragettes, and believe that there 
is a deliberate movement amongst 
ultraorthodox men to hang on to their 
power by any means. When you confront 

the more moderate of these ultraorthodox 
men they always say the same thing, we 
wouldn’t mind having women in our 
parties but our constituency would not 
accept it. This begs the question of why 
the tail is wagging the dog, why their 
leadership does not actually lead its people. 
The real reason, as in most emancipation 
struggles, is that they are not interested in 
giving up any of their power. 

So where does this leave these women 
and their historic cause. This struggle, 
which I have joined, will be fought on 
many fronts, we will go to court and 
question the legality of this discrimination, 
we will build awareness, we will reach 
out to al l  women and especial ly 
ultraorthodox women so they know that 
Jewish law does not actually forbid them 
from representing their own people. 
We will lobby for legislation and ensure 
they will not have to continue paying 
a heavy personal price for their rightful 
emancipation. In the end we will win, I just 
hope and pray that Israel’s institutions do 
not give in to political pressures and prove 
to be what we all believe they are modern 
liberal and above all equitable.

Fleur grew up in Gibraltar and studied law 
at Kings College, qualifying as a barrister 
in 1997. After practicing in London, she 
became the Campaign Director of World 
Jewish Relief. In 2001, Fleur made Aliyah 
and was recruited by the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, serving as a 
senior associate in resource development. In 
2007 Fleur was recruited by Tikva Children’s 
Home to establish an International 
Relations Department based in Israel. Fleur 
is the founder of Message Experts, using 
her experience to help organizations and 
individuals improve their presentation skills. 
Fleur became a member of the Jerusalem city 
council in May 2016. 

There is no place in the world like 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem is HOME! The mere 
mention of the word lightens my heart 
and soul! No matter where you’re from, 
what language you speak or the color of 
your skin, there is something miraculous 
about this magnificent place on earth, 
which feels more like heaven to me! 

My personal connection to the land of 
Israel and specifically Jerusalem is deep 
rooted in my spirituality and faith in 
Hashem and the memories my family 
has created in this holy place.

When my son Elan became a Bar Mitzvah 
in 2009 we just knew there was no 
better place to celebrate this milestone 
- the Kotel!  As a family, we felt gratitude 
and amazement at that moment, to be 
able to pray and celebrate where so 
many before us have yearned for was 
a blessing and filled our hearts with 
so much pride and joy for our family - 
the connection was powerful and that 
feeling remains till today. 

Fast forward six years to December of 
2015 and another momentous occasion 
was to take place in our families’ lives 
- our daughter’s wedding!  With infinite 
options, we knew in our hearts no 
matter how big of a challenge, there 
was no other place in the world we’d 
rather celebrate! To add to this divine 
moment, we were blessed with the 

distinct honor to have Rabbi Yisrael Meir 
Lau perform the wedding ceremony, 
words cannot begin to describe the 
holiness and love surrounding the 
chuppah during that moment. The 
entire  exper ience so profoundly 
touched my son-in-law Robert that he 
vowed to return to celebrate one day 

G-d willing his children’s simcha!

After more trips than I can remember 
to Israel, my most recent visit was 
in June of 2016, which furthermore 
cemented my love and pride for the 
White & Blue! This time however, I 
was participating in a WIZO Florida 
Mission accompanied and planned 
by the Falic and Groisman Families. 
E xper iencing Israel  through the 
eyes of my WIZO Family of friends 
was one of the most memorable 
and meaningful trips of my life! We 
concluded the mission celebrating 
Yom Yerushalayim from the balcony of 
the Kotel overlooking the crowd of tens 
of thousands parading, praying, joyfully 
singing and dancing in celebration of 
our eternal capital of Israel - Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is Forever in our Hearts – our 
family’s connection is deep rooted in 
G-d, our faith, our Torah, our people 
and our heritage! “We will never forget 
you Oh Jerusalem”, be it “Next year” 
and the year after, and after, and after, 
until the end of time!

My Jerusalem 
By Keila Stiberman, WIZO Aviv Florida  

“My personal connection to the land of Israel 
and specifically Jerusalem is deep rooted in my 
spirituality and faith in Hashem and the memories 
my family has created in this holy place.”
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My first visit to Jerusalem was in May 
1979 when I was fortunate enough to 
be a delegate to the first WIZO Aviv 
Conference.  I had been involved in 
WIZO for 7 years and it was with a great 
deal of anticipation that I set foot on 
Israeli soil at that time.

Most of the conference was in Tel Aviv 
but we did have one day for a visit to 
Jerusalem.  To say I was excited is an 
understatement and that feeling has 
never left me, every time I visit our 
beautiful Jerusalem.  Alighting from the 
bus and heading towards the Wall for 
the first time, I felt 5,000 years of history 
coursing through me and the emotion 
stirred in me.  I felt very close to tears, 
that I had finally come to this place 
that is so uniquely special to the Jewish 
people – it is our heart, our home.  

Every time I go back to Jerusalem, and 
my last time was in January this year as a 
delegate to the World WIZO Meeting of 
Representatives as the President of WIZO 
Australia, 19years after my initial visit, 
and as I have journeyed along this WIZO 
path, so has Jerusalem journeyed along a 
path of growth, inclusiveness and being 
the heart and soul of the Jewish people.  
Every time I am at a WIZO conference, we 
visit Jerusalem as a group and we mourn 
those of our sisters who never had the 
chance to visit this holy of holiest place. 
We are fortunate that we can dance and 
sing in Jerusalem at the wall and in the 
tunnels, a sisterhood of WIZO women 

from all over the world who have Zion in 
our hearts.

In this Jerusalem’s 50th year since 
reunification, one of the most powerful 
photos I believe that sums up our 
Jerusalem, is that of Moshe Dayan, 
together with Uzi Narkiss and Yitzak 
Rabin, marching into Jerusalem in 1967, 
victorious at finally returning Jerusalem 
to the Jewish people.

I had an opportunity to view Jerusalem 
from the Armon Ha’Natziv Promenade 
and discussed Jerusalem’s history on 
my visit earlier this year, and the unique 
glow from this city emanates from every 
point – it truly is Yerushalyim Shel Zahav.  

If I should forget thee Oh Jerusalem!!

My Jerusalem 
By Janene Currie, WIZO Aviv South Africa 

 
By Paulette Cherny, Federal President WIZO Australia

(My with my cousin Leib Trigger, January 2017)
I had visited Jerusalem before, but only 
very briefly, in passing. I had done the 
obligatory visit to the Kotel and a very 
quick tour of the tunnel.  I had come away 
thinking, “Is that all there is to Jerusalem? 
So what’s the fuss all about?” How feeble-
minded of me.

I  was recently  afforded a unique 
opportunity to attend a Women’s Tour 
of Israel, with the bulk of our stay being 
in Jerusalem. On this visit, Jerusalem 
became my teacher, my mentor almost. 
She became my rock, my spiritual due-
north as it were.

My Jerusalem is a true juxtaposition, 
exuding her  beaut y  and s tature, 
her cultural richness and diversity, 
occasionally tainted by territorial dispute.  
She boasts her magnificent history in 
Herod’s stone walls and remnants of 
Mikvah steps of thousands of years 
before us, that lie beneath in her belly. 

One realizes the modern-day magnitude 
of her stature in our spiritual scheme-
of-things when one is en-route to the 
Wall, making one’s way through the 
stone walkways between gorgeous 
Bougainvillia-lined walls and giving way 
to groups of Yeshiva students, learned 
Rabbis, Orthodox Priests, Nuns and 
Monks, with clear views of the Dome, 
amidst the Imam’s call to prayer – she is 
truly the epicentre of religion, no matter 
your race, colour or creed.

I hear a constant whisper at the back of 
my mind, “This is everything that has ever 
gone before you…”

I welcome in Shabbat at the Kotel – what 
an absolute privilege it is to be here, now.  
A group of young soldiers form a prayer 
circle and sing “Jerusalem of Gold” before 
disbanding for Shabbat; and I am reminded 
of the iconic image, of those paratroopers, 
our boys, at the Wall as she is returned to us 
after they fought their souls to depletion to 
have her in our grasp.  

They paved the way for Jerusalem to 
be put on the pedestal she so deserves 
and have her ancient wares and stories 
accessible to the world.

I could go on and on, for days, about her 
beauty, the air of opportunity that she 

presents in respect of modern business 
and the magnificent commercial and 
residential developments that are being 
constructed in and around her.

But the one thing that sounds absolutely 
true – she is My Jerusalem, and she is my 
children’s Jerusalem. What an absolute 
privilege to have been in her midst and 
to have experienced her. A privilege 
that many that have gone before us 
never lived to see realized. If there is one 
message that sounded loud and clear 
for me on this visit, it is the cherish her 
and honour her for those that did not 
have the opportunity to experience her 
in her grandeur.

“My Jerusalem is a true 
juxtaposition, exuding 
her beauty and stature, 
her cultural richness  
and diversity, 
occasionally tainted  
by territorial dispute.”  

“Alighting from the bus 
and heading towards 
the Wall for the first 
time, I felt 5,000 years 
of history coursing 
through me and the 
emotion stirred in me.” 
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“From Me to You”

This project started with the idea of a 
judge who saw room for improvement 
in the prevention of taking children out 
of their homes with court order. Such 
an action is a last resort, taken when the 
situation in the home is directly harmful 
for the child, and the social services see 
no other option. However, if mothers can 
be helped and supervised at an earlier 
stage, the situation in the home can 
remain under control, or even improve, 
which means that the authorities will 
not have to remove the child.  

Therefore, WIZO Jerusalem started a 
program aimed at helping struggling 
mothers with challenges of managing 
their responsibilities as parents. To 
par ticipate in the program, WIZO 
volunteers undertake a 10 week course 
taught by social workers in order to 
gain the right qualifications and skills 
to deal with mothers in desperate need 
of assistance and guidance. The special 
part of this initiative is the relationship 
that develops between the WIZO 
volunteer and the mother. The mother 
does not fear the WIZO volunteer, 
because she is not a social worker (who 
can take away her children, and a bond 
of trust and friendship is developed. 
The WIZO volunteer and the mother 

can speak eye to eye, and the mother 
feels comfortable in the company of the 
volunteer. 

For many of these women, if it would 
not have been for this program, their 
children would have been taken 
away. Because of the guidance and 
supervision the WIZO volunteers provide 
to struggling mothers, families have 
been saved and helped get on the right 
track. 

Course for Haredi women   

In the Haredi community in Israel, and 
especially in Jerusalem, there is an 
enormous problem with young girls 
being either thrown out of their home or 
run away on their own accord because of 
conflicts with the family. Sometimes, the 
girls are ex-communicated for reasons 
such as wearing short sleeves or using 
a phone that has not been censored. 
Other times the girls themselves feel 
rebellious need to escape the Haredi 
community. Some of them have been 
sexually abused by a family member. 
Common for all the different cases is 
that the girls feel isolated. Some of them 
have nowhere to go, are not in school 
anymore, and have no place to live. 

In WIZO’s view, it is essential to intervene 
and try to reconcile between the girls 
and their families. Therefore, WIZO holds 
classes for the mothers of these girls 
on how to accept their daughters. It is 
WIZO’s important task to try changing 
the mothers’ parental attitude. Haredi 
girls attend Haredi high schools, and 
therefore the problems at home will 
inevitably result in expulsion from 
school. 

A community center in Jerusalem, “the 
Paamon”, has taken the responsibility to 
give the girls living on the streets warm 
and welcoming place to be during the 
hours of the day. Here, the girls are being 
taken care of by responsible adults 
and they get are given hot meals and 
comforting treatment. WIZO has a very 

special role in this initiative, since WIZO 
volunteers teach the girls and help them 
get back on track with their high school 
curriculum.

“Headed for Success”

WIZO does not only serve women who 
find themselves in need of help for 
tragic reasons. It is part of WIZO’s vision 
that women, on equal terms with men 
will be part of the country’s leadership. 
Unfortunately, Israel’s business and 
political elite is highly dominated by 
men. Therefore, WIZO Jerusalem is 
involved with a course directed towards 
career women. The course aims to help 
women who are already in positions 
of power to get promoted to leading 
positions within their field. 

Women face many struggles on their 
rise to power such as gender prejudice, 
sexual  harassment ,  difficult ies in 
juggling family life and career, among 
many other issues. WIZO seeks to help 
women cope with the issues they are 
facing that are preventing them from 
rising to the top. The course lasts for 
five weeks and has 20 participants. The 
participants take part in exercises to 
help them with their ambition and self-
confidence, while being mentored by 
professional coaches. 

Two dist inguished alumni of  the 
program are Emi Palmor, who is now 
the Director General of the Ministry of 
Justice, and Michal Cohen, who became 
the Director General of the Ministry 
of Education after participating in the 
program. Holding a position of Director 
General of a government ministry is a 
vital role, being the top bureaucrat in 
the ministry, making crucial personnel 
and policy decisions.   

WIZO’s Contribution to Jerusalem 
WIZO has many reasons to be proud of its contribution to Jerusalem. WIZO’s activities in the historic capital of the Jewish nation 
can be defined as a microcosm because they represent the range of WIZO’s work in the entire country. Since WIZO Jerusalem was 
founded in 1933, the branch has advanced tremendously along with the political, sociological and demographic developments 
of the city. From pre-statehood to a divided city, to finally serving the unified Jerusalem after 1967, WIZO has redefined its role and 
adapted its projects to best benefit the needs of Jerusalem at any given time.  

Simi Mor, Chairperson of WIZO Jerusalem (2001-2008)

The character of the city of Jerusalem 
provides rich cultural life, but also requires 
WIZO to offer a wide range of activities 
and services to cater to the needs of this 
diverse population.  During my term, 
in 2006 WIZO Jerusalem received the 
Mayor’s award for being an outstanding 
voluntary organization in recognition 
of the extensive wide ranging activities 
of the branch for the residents of the 
city. We operated numerous programs 
to provide for Ethiopian immigrants, 
the Arab sector, the ultra-orthodox 
community and families in distress. 
Unique projects in collaboration with the 
Jerusalem municipality were established 
such as a parent-child center in the 
Arab neighborhood of Beit Tzafafa and 
another similar center for Ethiopian 
families. 

Amongst the new developments during 
my term is the activity called “WIZOtron”, 
which is a community theater of a 
group of women who participated in a 
leadership seminar at the branch.  The 
theater was used as therapy for the 

women to share their life experiences 
and tell their personal stories. 

During my term, the main struggle 
was to raise awareness for violence 
against women through protests. WIZO 
women marched to the Knesset, holding 
umbrellas with the iconic WIZO logo. 

The seminar for political leadership was 
the flagship activity of the branch in 
my time. Participants of the seminar 
succeeded in obtaining the right to vote 
and to be elected to the institutions of 
the regional council after many years 
during which this right was negated from 
women in this area. 

As a response to the problem of poverty, 
WIZO took part in distributing food 
packages to needy families, headed 
by volunteers of the branch. The 
difficult financial situation of Jerusalem 
influenced the nature of the activities of 
the branch. On the one hand, there was a 
population of great potential, but on the 
other hand, the needs were great. Many 

organizations competed for resources 
and it was difficult to raise funds. This 
fact led us to initiate new programs, and 
a course in women’s entrepreneurship 
and directorship was added to the 
leadership seminar, focusing on helping 
single mothers become financially 
independent. In addition, the activities of 
the course concentrated on informative 
sessions on the rights of single parents. 

I also restarted activates with other 
women’s organizations in the city, with 
which we shared a common cause. We 
worked in extensive cooperation with 
the Jerusalem municipality and other 
bodies in the city. This policy led to the 
expansion of activities in the city and 
the dispersal in different neighborhoods. 
During this collaboration, we held a 
conference with key position holders 
dealing with the status of women in 
the government ministries. We also 
supported women who ran for office 
in the Knesset and the Jerusalem 
municipality.  

(Simi Mor with Mayor of Jerusalem Nir Barkat) 

Ariela Persky, Chairperson of WIZO Jerusalem (2008-2015)
Written by Dina Lewinsky based on an interview with Ariela Persky 
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WIZO is the largest and most influential 
women’s organization in the city of 
Jerusalem, dealing mainly with matters 
concerning the advancement of the 
status of women.

For many years, the branch has been 
carrying out important programs and 
initiatives for the local community in 
Jerusalem. Since I became head of 
the branch two years ago, we have 
expanded on some of the existing 
projects and added new ones. The 
branch participates in activities related 
to girls and women from various sectors 
and all levels of society in the city.

In addition to three senior age clubs, the 
branch has two legal offices and two 
family mediation centers. There is also 
a personal training center for women 
who wish to undergo life coaching, 
career change, etc. We also conduct 
professional training programs, such as a 
course for directors and a special course 
in family mediation in crisis situations 
for mediators and therapists. The Neora 
Center for Female Leadership has a 
number of unique programs:

 Đ A program for women in the societal 
and political leadership who want 
to bring about social change, and 
for women who wish to be part of 
municipal and national politics. 

 Đ The Girls, Action, and Leadership 
program has existed for four years 
and is intended for girls in 10th 
grade with leadership potential, 
coming from the city’s leading 
secular and religious schools. They 
participate in an annual program, 
where they learn about activism 
and leadership and how to develop 
a social initiative. 

 Đ There are also programs for girls 
at risk and even a program for 
both mothers and daughters 
who are in their early teens. These 
programs are designed to develop 
a healthy dialogue and improve 
communication between mothers 
and daughters. 

This year, three new programs for 
women are introduced.  One is  a 
suppor t group for women in the 
process of divorce. The second program 
is a support group for single mothers. 
The aim of this program is for the 
mothers to socially interact and learn 
from each other. The third program, 
“Savtush” (nickname for grandmother) 
is a program for grandmothers on how 
to deal with modern challenges.

The projects described above are just 
a few of the many activities in the 
branch, and we are already in the midst 
of planning new activities for next year. 
Some of the ideas for next year include 
a workshop for journalistic and media 
writing, and a workshop for single 
mothers, where they will learn from 
professionals how deal with everyday 
struggles such as how to handle a 
household budget, which will enable 
them to save money and be financially 
independent. 

WIZO’s Contribution to Jerusalem 

Sara Kowarsky, Chairperson of WIZO Jerusalem (2015-present) 
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It has always been one of the greatest 
virtues of WIZO Jerusalem to serve all 
sectors of society, and this is especially 
relevant in a city as culturally diverse 
as Jerusalem. The most iconic WIZO 
project in Jerusalem, what is now 
known as the “Rebecca Sieff Center for 
the Family” located in the Beit HaKerem 
neighborhood is no different. Since 
the facility was established in 1924, 
it has helped thousands of children, 
youth and women, giving them a safe, 
nurturing and loving environment to 
overcome challenges and become well-
functioning citizens. 

The inception of the WIZO  
Baby Home  

WIZO in Beit HaKerem has gone through 
many changes since its establishment. 
The facility was built with the help of a 
private donation from volunteers and 
members of WIZO UK, and stood ready 
in 1924. This was the first baby home 
in the Jewish Yishuv in Palestine, and 
therefore served an important role in the 
development of the Zionist state. The UK 
federation founded the institution based 
on its strong Zionist vision and love 
for Eretz Israel. The UK women saw the 
urgent need of the baby home for the 
Jewish Yishuv, which was undergoing 
some drastic demographic and political 
changes in the period before statehood. 
The WIZO Baby Home saw it as its 
prime mission to take in homeless and 
orphaned children, and also served as 
a children’s hospital ward. The facility 
also hosted a school for nurses and 
caregivers, which included a library and 
housing for the students. Even though 
the baby home was in fact functioning 
since 1924, the official opening only took 
place in 1955. 

The “Teheran Children” 1943

Since its  inception,  WIZO in Beit 
HaKerem has been ready to deal with 
any crisis Israel or Jerusalem have faced. 
An example of this was the reception 

of the “Teheran Children” in the spring 
of 1943. The Teheran Children refers 
to a group of Polish Jewish children. 
In 1939, hundreds of thousands of 
Polish Jews fled Poland following the 
Nazi invasion. Because of bombings, 
epidemics, starvation and frequent 

dislocation, many of the children were 
separated from their parents and placed 
in shelters and orphanages. Eventually, 
Polish refugees in the Soviet Union 
were evacuated to Teheran, and among 
them were about 1000 Jewish children, 
the majority of which were orphans. 

The Jewish Agency for Palestine was 
responsible for bringing the children to 
Teheran, to later facilitate their transport 
to Palestine. The Zionist leader David 
Ben Gurion negotiated with the Polish 
government and British officials in 
Mandatory Palestine to facilitate the 

children’s admission to Palestine. 

Along with kibbutzim and moshavim 
in the Yishuv (Jewish community in 
Palestine), WIZO’s Jerusalem Baby 
Home opened its doors to the Teheran 
Children. The Director, Sister Rosa 

Wollstein went to greet the children at 
their arrival at the Atlit refugee camp in 
northern Palestine. She met children that 
were exhausted and afraid. The WIZO 
Baby Home in Jerusalem also received 
babies and their mothers arriving after 
their long journey from Poland – to the 
Soviet Union – to Teheran – and finally 
to Palestine, and housed them in the 
dormitories of the nurses, giving the 
mothers a long desired feeling of safety, 
joy, cleanliness and rest.1 1

The Rebecca Sieff Center  
for the Family 

In the 1970s, Israel was going through 
some socioeconomic changes, which 
meant that the public had new needs 
that WIZO intended on accommodating. 
Women had entered the workforce, 
and e ducat ion had increasingly 
become a must in order to succeed 
in society. Therefore, a daycare center 
at the WIZO facility in Beit HaKerem 
was established where women could 
leave their young children for the day 
while they were working, and classes 
for vocational training was offered for 
young people. The baby home and 
the school for nurses were therefore 
replaced by the daycare center and the 
vocational school, along with a club for 
senior citizens, a learning center and 
immigration and absorption activities for 
the empowerment of women. During 
this period, the institution changed its 
name to the “Rebecca Sieff WIZO Centre 
for the Family”, commemorating the 
founder of WIZO, while marking the 
beginning of a new era for WIZO in Beit 
HaKerem. 

1. Rosalie Gassman-Sher, The Teheran 
Children, “The Story of the Federation of 
Women Zionists of Great Britain & Ireland, 
1918-1968”, London: Deaner Printers Ltd., 
1968. 

WIZO in Beit HaKerem

Brief Historical Overview
By Dina Lewinsky

(WIZO Baby Home, Jerusalem 1929)
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During the ten years of my employment 
as the Director of the Rebecca Sieff 
WIZO Centre for the Family, I have met 
tens of alumni of the Baby Home, who 
were there between the years 1959-
1975. The last children that were taken 
into the Baby Home are adults today 
in their forties. Once every few weeks I 
get a phone call, and on the other side 
of the earpiece, I hear a hesitant voice 
saying: “I don’t know if I have reached 
the right person, but many years ago I 
was a child in the WIZO Baby Home, and 
I would like to know if you may have some 
information for me about my time there.” 
Every conversation requires a great deal 
of emotional strength of the caller, and I 
try to respond with great empathy. I ask 
for identifying details and promise to get 
back within a few days, after I retrieve 
the correct file in the archive. I explain 
to them that it is not certain that I will 
be able to find the information they are 
seeking.   

In most cases, I manage to locate the 
file based on the personal information I 
was given. Then, I invite the person to 
a face to face meeting. The file usually 
contains a few lines with basic details 
about the child, the parents, medical 
records and sometimes a social worker’s 
report. Sometimes, there might also be 
information that will be very difficult for 
the person to hear. During the meeting 
I let the person sit and read his file and 
afterwards I sit with him and listen to 
his feelings that might arise and answer 
questions. Sometimes they remember 
smells, names of staff members, certain 
food that they ate, specific gestures 
and certain rooms. Some of them want 
to tour the center and learn about the 
history of the Baby Home and its current 
activities. Lots of tears of sorrow and pain 
are spilled during these meetings, but 
there are also often tears of excitement 
and happiness of discovering personal 
history af ter so many years. Every 
conversation is an experience, and every 
encounter is emotional and meaningful. 
Throughout the years, I have met many 
men and women from all sectors of 

the population. Some of them have 
achieved greatly in their lives, and it is 
sometimes hard to believe how far they 
have come. 

They are a few stories etched in my 
mind.

Nine years ago I received a phone call, 
and on the other end was a woman who 

I already knew from a position she held 
in a WIZO branch. Her name will remain 
confidential. “Kobi”, she says, “I was 
born in the 1940s, and at a young age 
I arrived at the place where I have been 
living until today. I am missing a period 
when I was a child, and I think I was in 
an orphanage or something similar. 
I would like for you to check if I was in 
the Baby Home in Jerusalem.” I was 

very surprised. I never thought that this 
woman had such a story. Throughout 
the years there were no external signs 
of her past. I looked in the registry, and 
I found her name. I got back to her less 
than an hour later. There was no file in 
the archive. The only information on 
her was the date she arrived at the Baby 
Home, and where she was sent to after. 
I felt sad that I was not able to give her 
more information, but on the other end 
of the phone I heard a sigh of relief. “I 
knew it, I had this feeling, and you don’t 
know how much it means”, she said. I 
realized with this conversation that every 
letter and every word is meaningful. 
A person is like an entire building, and 
each brick is instrumental in supporting 
the building. 

A few years ago, a group of WIZO Israel 
chairpersons were hosted at WIZO Beit 
HaKerem. While I presented the center, 
I mentioned the Baby Home. Among 
the group was the Chairperson of WIZO 
Beer Sheva, Alona Strum, whose story 
of being in the Baby Home was already 
known to herself and the public. In the 
same group there was a woman who 
approached me with a heart-rending 
cry. Fifty years had passed since she 
came to visit a family member at the 
Baby Home, and she was looking for 
information about her family. After the 
encounter, I was privileged to meet the 
family of this woman and to learn about 
the period and the significance the Baby 
Home had to their lives. WIZO is for life 
and the voice of life. There are so many 
stories of people that met WIZO in their 
childhood and have found themselves 
connected to WIZO again as adults.   

Another story is that of a woman who 
was one of the last babies to be taken 
into the Baby Home. I received a phone 
call from the social worker supervising 
this woman, saying that it appears that 
the woman was a child in the Baby 
Home, and is now trying to deal with 
her past. I told the social worker that 
I would request the file, but I could 
only reveal the contents to the woman 
herself.  The woman and her social 
worker arranged a meeting with me, 
where I could give the information. 
Her mother’s family did not accept 
her father. The father was thrown out 
of the family and she was sent to the 
Baby Home. After a period of time, 
she went to live with her mother’s 
family. Her mother passed away, and 

she remained with her mother’s family, 
preventing her from seeing her father, 
while defying his name. She suffered 
from personal distress for many years, 
but managed to get a family of her 
own and a job in a major organization 
in a senior position. When she was 
forty years old she gathered courage to 
turn to a social worker who was also a 
close friend to help her shed light on 
her childhood. Immediately after she 
turned to the social worker, she was 
informed that her father passed away. 
She did not mourn her father’s death 
according to traditional customs, since 
she felt that she did not know him. The 
file did not contain much information. 
But in the registry the names of visitors 
were written, and a few visits by her 
father were noted. In a moment, 
everything that she knew was turned 
upside down and everything she had 
been told by her mother’s family was 
a lie. She had lost the opportunity to 
meet her father, and the time that she 
learned about her past and her father’s 
death was linked in time.  

This last story is very special to me. Erez 
came to us as a special worker through 
the social services. He was in his forties 
and was born with a speech impediment 
and was mentally challenged. He began 
working in the maintenance crew for a 
modest salary, determined by the social 
services. In a short while, Erez felt at 
home in Beit HaKerem, he was happy. 
One day, we were talking in my office, 
and he told me that he had already been 
in this place in his childhood. When 
he reached the age of three or four he 
was adopted by a childless immigrant 
couple from Iran. They raised him and 
gave him unconditional love. The father 
who worked in radio used to take him 

to the studio and he meet all kinds of 
famous performers. Spending so much 
time at the broadcasting studio made 
him a big admirer of Israeli artists, and 
he had a lot of knowledge about Israeli 
songs, especially the Eurovision songs. 
He didn’t know he was adopted until 
one day he went to a playground next 
to his house, and he heard from the 
other children that he was adopted. He 
went to ask his father if this was true, 
and his father confirmed it. After a while, 
Erez asked his parents if he could trace 
his biological parents, and they agreed. 
Erez contacted the social services in an 
attempt to trace his biological mother, 
who refused to enable the contact. Erez 
gave up and continued living with his 
parents, who he knew loved him. He 
worked in Beit HaKerem for a year and 
was well liked by all. After a year, the 
national welfare services who deal with 
the employment of people with special 
needs came for a visit. As a result of this 
visit there was a change in the terms 
of Erez’s employment, which insulted 
him greatly, and he decided to end his 
employment. The staff at Beit HaKerem 
continued to be in contact with him. 
Every day he used to call me on the 
phone at the time when I left work in 
Jerusalem, and we spoke until I got 
home in Rechovot, which could be an 
hour. About four years ago, my daughter 
Shahar was required to make a film as 
her final project in the communications 
track she was studying in high school. I 
told her Erez’s story, and she decided to 
make a short movie about his life after 
interviewing him. The movie describes 
the character of Erez, his daily battles, 
his work at WIZO and personal matters. 
He was asked if he would be interested 
in meeting his biological mother, 
and he answered that he watches 
the TV program "Lost" where people 
are reconnected with their biological 
parents, and he spoke about his attempt 
to find his mother and her refusal. He felt 
that the loss was hers. He claims that his 
mother might have been a drug addict 
and that he is grateful that she gave him 
up for adoption to get a better life. Erez 
was a guest of honor at the screening 
of the movie in front of students and 
parents. The movie was also shown 
in the local community TV channel 
and on YouTube. To our regret, Erez 
has unfortunately been battling with a 
chronic illness the past three years. 

WIZO in Beit HaKerem

Testimonies of the WIZO Baby Home 
By Kobi Hillel, Director of the Rebecca Sieff WIZO Centre for the Family

“WIZO is for life and 
the voice of life. There 
are so many stories of 
people that met WIZO 
in their childhood and 
have found themselves 
connected to WIZO 
again as adults.”    

(Children playing in the WIZO Baby Home)
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WIZO in Jerusalem is completely linked 
with the history of the city, from the first 
babies abandoned on the doorstep of 
Helena Kagan until today, when WIZO 
operates nearly twenty day care centers 
and five women’s and community 
centers.

WIZO really became active in Jerusalem 
after the Six Day War. Honorary Life 
President Raya Jaglom was attending 
a Jewish Agency Executive meeting in 
Jerusalem, where they offered $1 million 
to then mayor, the legendary Teddy 
Kollek for the development of the city. 

Raya felt that WIZO had to be involved 
in this historic moment and offered him 
a women’s club and day care centre 
for the Arab women in the Wadi Joz 
neighborhood in East Jerusalem. After 
the meeting, Raya asked Teddy what 
else WIZO could do for the re-unified 
city. His answer was: “Build me three or 
four day care centres.”

A suitable place for the women’s center 
was found in Wadi Joz and was soon 
renovated. The opening was set for 

October 1967 and Raya invited Miriam 
Eshkol, wife of then Prime Minister Levi 
Eshkol to the opening. They were very 
concerned about how many people 
would come, but on arrival, found 
the place absolutely full. Teddy Kollek 
was delighted. The center was a great 
success of co-existence for many years, 

and the Foreign Ministry always brought 
their guests from abroad on visits.

Unfortunately 15 years later, the center 
had to close as the local Arabs started to 
throw stones at the Jewish staff.

WIZO soon started work to fulfill Teddy 
Kollek’s request for day care centers. 
Many federations were eager to help 
develop re-united Jerusalem and were 
happy to sponsor day care centers. 
WIZO day care centers sprung up all 
over the city, including in the new 
neighborhoods. 

In addition to federation-sponsored day 
care centers, others were sponsored by 
individual donors, many thanks to the 
inimitable fundraising abilities of Raya 
Jaglom, who took every opportunity 
to solicit donations, always linking her 
request to the ‘soft spot’ of the potential 
donor.

There is one famous story about the day 
care center in East Talpiot. Raya obtained 
a donation from her friends Angela 
and Marcel Clairmont to celebrate 
their 50th wedding anniversary. Teddy 
Kollek allocated the land and building 
commenced. A few months later it 
became apparent that there was a 
problem with the location….it was 
on a hill and the center seemed to be 
completely enclosed and hidden by two 
hills. Nothing is a problem to Raya and 
she found a solution – she asked Teddy 
Kollek to remove one of the hills – which 
he did. At the opening of the day care 
center, Teddy Kollek related this story – 
“Who can resist Raya?” he said. Marcel 
Clairmont remarked “Raya, you are a 
mover of mountains.”

In less than two decades following 1967 
there were some 20 WIZO projects in 
Jerusalem: day care centers, women’s 
centers and youth clubs.1

The material for this article was extracted 
f rom Raya Jaglom’s  autobio graphy : 
Reflections on My Life and Times.

It was an absolute privilege to have the 
opportunity to travel to Israel with my 
daughter Ora and her best friend Noa 
for a special mother-daughter trip to 
celebrate their upcoming bat mitzvahs. 

The girls were inspired by so many of 
their experiences in Israel, the highlight 
being part of the 50th year celebrations 
in Jerusalem over Yom Yerushalayim.

In South Africa it is common for bat 
mitzvah girls to take upon themselves 
a chesed project. Our girls decided they 
wanted to do something for children 
and having been exposed to the 
incredible work that WIZO is involved 
in, we thought it would be a wonderful 
opportunity to take them to a day care 
centre in Israel. 

The visit was extremely meaningful 
and our girls were able to tour the 
centre and interact with the teachers 
and the children. They were surprised 
to see that both Jewish and Muslim 
teachers worked side by side and that 
children of all colours and religions are 
accepted, loved and cared for. The staff 
was warm and welcoming and takes 
great pride in their work. It gave us a 
great sense of pride to see the placards 
showcasing the South African donors 
who have generously contributed 
towards the upgrades in the day-care 
centre and continue to support WIZO 
Programmes. 

Working in an environment where I 
am constantly dealing with negative 
perceptions on Israel, often hearing Israel 
being compared to “Apartheid”, I stood 
in this WIZO centre feeling angry that 
the world is not exposed to the truth – 
that Israelis, Muslims, Jews and Christians 
live side by side and deal with the same 
common issues that most societies are 
exposed to- poverty, abuse, broken 
families. WIZO centres all over Israel 
assist both children and their parents, 
no matter what their race or religion and 
play an important role in the upliftment 
of their surrounding communities. 

Israel is truly a rainbow nation, a 
democracy - just like South Africa and I 
was grateful that I could showcase this 
to my daughter –the next generation 
of powerful Jewish woman who will 
continue our legacy of chesed, tzedokka 
and tikkun olam. I look forward to 

launching this fundraising project 
with Ora and hopefully making a small 
contribution to this special place that 
made an imprint on our hearts.

Thank you to the WIZO team both in 
South Africa and Israel for your tireless 
work in supporting and running these 
centres and for allowing us to share in 
your success.

Reunited in Jerusalem –  
A Chance for WIZO to Expand
By Ingrid Rockberger, Former Editor of the WIZO Review

“Many federations 
were eager to help 
develop re-united 
Jerusalem and were 
happy to sponsor day 
care centers. WIZO day 
care centers sprung 
up all over the city, 
including in the new 
neighborhoods.”

(The cornerstone-laying of the Rothschild Day Care center in Neve Yaakov, Jerusalem in 
1974. From left to right: President of World WIZO Raya Jaglom, Marie-Helene de Rothschild, 
Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek, Nadine de Rothschild, Chairperson of the World WIZO 
Executive Aya Dinstein)

Co-Existence: Experiences from a WIZO 
Daycare Center 
By Nicci Raz, National Director of the South African Zionist Federation

“I stood in this WIZO 
centre feeling angry 
that the world is not 
exposed to the truth – 
that Israelis, Muslims, 
Jews and Christians live 
side by side and deal 
with the same common 
issues that most 
societies are exposed to”
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Jerusalem Celebrates 50
A performance on the walls of the Old City, celebrating the liberation and reunification of the city

A breathtaking audio-visual show, hovering in the skies of Jerusalem.

Follow this link to read more: 
https://www.jerusalem.muni.il/en/Municipality/Municipal%20info/Pages/AllcelebrationsJerusalem.aspx

“Jerusalem in Babylon ”exhibition 
at the Bible Lands Museum 
Showcasing the phenomenal Al Yahudu tablets, first revealed in 
the success of “By the Rivers of Babylon”, the exhibition presents 
the evidence of the destruction of the First Temple and Jerusalem 
as well as the first exiles of the Judeans to Babylon. The exhibition 
tells the story of the Jewish people’s quest to return to Zion 
echoed in hearts and prayers for millennia.  

Follow this link to read more: http//:www.blmj.org/en/template/
default.aspx?PageId258=

Attractions in Jerusalem
By Adina Hano, Israel Ministry of Tourism

50 Years 50 Faces 
A special project to mark the 50th 
anniversar y of  the Unification of 
Jerusalem has been created by the 
Tower of David Museum, Jerusalem. The 
series deals with people and events in 
Jerusalem during the years 1948-1967: 
from the days of divided Jerusalem, 
through the waiting period, until the 
days of victory and the united city after 
19 years. 

The series can be viewed online 
through this link: https://www.tod.org.il/
jerusalem50/?lang=en

Visit the 
Ammunition Hill 
Activities include Jerusalem-Interactive 
light show presentation; museum 
exhibits; the Paratrooper brigade battle 
against the Jordanian forces in the Six 
day War, 1967

Follow this link to read more: http://
www.g-h.org.il/en/ 

Exhibition of works by renowned Israeli photographer  
Micha Bar-Am opens at Israel Museum
This exhibition documents the historical, social and cultural 
landscape of Israel during 1967. Marking 50 years since the Six 
Day War, the Israel Museum will display a collection of 100 
photographs created in 1967 by Micha Bar-Am, one of Israel’s 
most prominent photographers. The exhibition can be seen 
until October 17, 2017. 

The 100 works on display, many on view for the first time, 
depict Israel at an important juncture in its history. Arranged 
chronologically, the photographs are original prints from 
the artist’s personal collection, and were commissioned by 
local and international journals or intended for private use. 
They capture major events in Israel’s history, including rare 

color depictions of the Six Day War, as well as the year’s 
large-scale public demonstrations against unemployment 
rates, living conditions in underserved communities, and 
the relationship between religion and state. They also reveal 
intimate moments from Bar-Am’s own life, such as the 
birth of his eldest son – the first birth to be photographed 
and published in Israeli media. Also on display are original 
magazines in which some of Bar-Am’s most iconic images 
were published, as well as the artist’s diary from 1967, which 
provides a rare glimpse into the artistic and editorial choices 
behind his work. 

Follow this link to read more: http//:www.imj.org.il/en/

(Sinai the Six Day War June 1967, Micha Bar-Am)

https://www.jerusalem.muni.il/en/Municipality/Municipal%20info/Pages/AllcelebrationsJerusalem.aspx
http://www.blmj.org/en/template/default.aspx?PageId=258
http://www.blmj.org/en/template/default.aspx?PageId=258
https://www.tod.org.il/jerusalem50/?lang=en
https://www.tod.org.il/jerusalem50/?lang=en
http://www.g-h.org.il/en/
http://www.g-h.org.il/en/
http://www.imj.org.il/en/
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